WATER QUALITY MONITORING JOINT VENTURE POLICY
Background:

The Somerset Conservation District, in cooperation with the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team and the United States Geological Survey, have initiated a program known as the Water Quality Monitoring Joint Venture (WQMJV) in Somerset County.  The premise of the program is to utilize real time data loggers to monitor waterways and wells for water level, temperature and conductivity.  The goal is to establish an early warning system of water quality impairment in order to create the opportunity for a proactive response to occur from the regulatory agencies. The WQMJV will also operate cooperatively with the gas industry to achieve this goal.
Need:

In order to implement this program the District has adopted the following policy to ensure that the WQMJV meets the needs of the District, the citizens and the natural resources of Somerset County.

Policy:

The District has and will continue to solicit monetary funds from public and private grant agencies, businesses and local conservation partners to provide for equipment, supplies, administrative support and staff time.

Unless specified by the granting entity funds received by the District will be expended at the discretion of the District Board of Directors and the District Manager for the program.

The program's scientific data will be obtained by the in stream placement and use of real time data loggers that record water level, temperature and conductivity.     

The program's scientific data will also rely on additional data and assistance from the USGS and its own monitoring of water quality for the same parameters at its gauging stations. 

The program will also rely on field and technical assistance from the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team.

The location of the data loggers will be at the sole desecration of the District.  The District staff, in consultation with its partners will work with private and public landowners to ensure that the placement of the loggers is at strategic, permissible and accessible locations.

The specific locations of the data loggers will be kept confidential and location disclosure will be limited to the District staff, USGS and the Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team.

District staff will primarily be responsible for downloading and retrieving data from the loggers.  Volunteers will be recruited to provide additional support.  All non-District staff will be required to complete a training workshop provided by the District staff prior to participating in the program.

The District will utilize additional partners as determine by the District staff as required.

Data collected will be interpreted by District staff to determine if any type of impairment occurs.

If in the opinion of District staff a change in water quality occurs the District will contact the appropriate Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission and federal Environmental Protection Agency compliance authorities.  The District will provide the compliance authority with the data collected.  The District reserves the right to contact the media with any information regarding water quality impairment derived from the WQMJV.
The District will also attempt to determine the source of the impairment by either moving the existing data logger, adding an additional data logger or using a portable meter to track the potential flow of contamination independent of any compliance agency action.

The District is not a compliance or regulatory agency and will take no compliance or regulatory action.

District staff will calibrate, monitor battery life and otherwise perform regular maintenance of the data loggers.

Data loggers will be installed at the predetermine sites using established and proven protocols that utilize PVC pipe, rebar and cable.  A sign will also be placed at each logger location informing what the device does and who is responsible for it.

The data recorded will be linked to the USGS data tracking system.  The District will also provide the data to the public through the district's web site.

The District is not financially liable or accountable to the its funders of the program for the loss or damage to the data loggers due to an act of nature or vandalism.

The District will provide assistance and information to the WQMJV to any entity that requests it in order to assist them in implementing a similar monitoring network.

Any changes or updates to this policy will require approval of the District Board of Directors.

Formal Action:

This policy was adopted by the Somerset Conservation District Board of Directors on August 26, 2010
